h), problems with GT-negative strains of C. albicans (9), misinterpretation of elongated blastoconidia as GTs, and time-consuming microscopy, coupled with the health hazards of handling pooled human sera (1), make this common test less desirable. Recent advances in rapid yeast identification include fluorogenic assays for differentiation of C. parapsilosis (10) and C. albicans (7).
Candidiasis is increasing as a complication in both immunocompromised and immunocompetent individuals. Candida albicans remains the single most frequently isolated yeast pathogen; however, C. parapsilosis, C. tropicalis, and C. lusitaniae have recently been reported as significant opportunistic pathogens (2-4, 6) colonizing patients and medical devices (5, 8, 11) . With opportunistic yeasts isolated more frequently, there is an obvious need for rapid and cost-effective differentiation of C. albicans from other Candida species. The lengthy incubation necessary for biochemical characterization of clinical yeast isolates may hinder the clinical importance of yeast identification. Although the germ tube (GT) test is rapid (2 to 3 h), problems with GT-negative strains of C. albicans (9) , misinterpretation of elongated blastoconidia as GTs, and time-consuming microscopy, coupled with the health hazards of handling pooled human sera (1) , make this common test less desirable. Recent advances in rapid yeast identification include fluorogenic assays for differentiation of C. parapsilosis (10) and C. albicans (7) .
We describe here a modification of a previously reported rapid test (7) produced results equivalent to those from SAB.
Results obtained with the GT and CAS tests compared with reference method identification and the distribution of organisms tested are summarized in Table 1 . The CAS and GT tests both correctly identified 419 of the 422 C. albicans isolates tested. Two of the three CAS false-negative reactions were due to GT-negative strains of C. albicans. The sensitivity and specificity for the CAS exceeded 99%, and Cryptococcus laurentii (1) 0 0 Cryptococcus neoformans (1) 0 0
Hansenula polymorpha (1) 0 0 Pichia anomala (1) 0 0 Rhodotorula rubra (2) 0 0
Saccharomyces cerevisiae (6) 0 0
Trichosporon beigelii (6) The CAS is conveniently packaged in a 48-test kit complete with reagents and has a 6-month shelf life. Compared with the GT test, the CAS was much easier to interpret because it has a nonmicroscopic, colorimetric endpoint.
